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ABSTRACT 

Children in Ghana face a number of obstacles that prevent their full participation in society. Traditional 
customs often result in girls being dropped out of school at an early age to help manage the household. Only 
a handful of children enrolled primary schools complete grade five. The high female dropout rate in basic 
education is the result of a number of factors, including cultural practices such as early marriage, sexual 
activity, teenage pregnancy and child trafficking. The research brought out some retrospective features of 
the school dropouts and of course, the prospective aspects as well. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education is a process of mapping experiences and finding a variety of reliable routes to optimal states in non- 
optimal states. Education is a key to industrialization and modernization and without it; one may find it difficult to 
develop socially, economically and politically. Female education cause improvement in family welfare, children's 
health, lower fertility rates, and increased opportunities for self-employment while older children are involved in 
current welfare ( Boyden, 1996 ) elsewhere. Low enrolments are associated with lower Gross National Product 
(GNP) per capita and the association is stronger for countries with lower female enrolments (Behrman, 1991). 

Since women are concentrated in primary education, the quality and quantity of women's education has probably 
been adversely affected. Large increases in school fees have also impacted negatively on females, being one of the 
main reason given for female drop outs (Bhalla et al, 1999). 

A study done by some staff of USAID during an international Women's year in 1975, of educational statistics from 
1973 to 1974 showed that, the highest dropout rate for girls occurred between 9 to 12 years old. Formal education 
helps the individual to develop his "God -given" talent (Dolphyne, 1997). Women education must be seen to be a 
means of development since she seeks the welfare of the family. 

At the World Conference on "Education For All" held at Dakar, Senegal, the then UN Secretary General Mr. Kofi 
Annan declared, "the first step is for societies to recognize that educating girls is not an option, it is a 
necessity"(Pomoni, ...). 

BACKGROUND 

The concept of female dropouts being chosen as the topic of this research is to find a solution to female dropouts, 
which are creeping out in our economy at a higher rate. In finding solution to such a challenge, the study will 
specifically try to answer why school children especially the females are dropping out of school and the likely 
problems that the individual, the society and the nation may face as a result of female dropouts? 

OBJECTIVES 

The main purpose of the study was to identify and explain the causes and effects of female dropouts. It will also 
collect and access data on enrolment of pupils according to gender. The research will also provide policy makers 
with relevant data in order to know the real situation and address it at the regional and national levels. 
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LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

The research involved purchasing of stationery, typing, printing of questionnaires and cost of transportation, which 
in some way have caused financial constraints. 

Difficulty in identifying the female dropouts in the study area was another limitation. 

METHODOLOGY 

Sampling of the respondents was done at random by adopting a probability sampling technique. Specifically the 
stratified sampling technique was adopted since the target groups were already in strata. The sub-samples results 
were added together to obtain the sample size. 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES AND EDUCATION 

The major economic activities in the research area are agriculture, trading, and informal small scale businesses and 

medium scale businesses. 

The number of basic schools in the Ayeduase township are primary schools with junior high schools (J.H.S). 
Statistics gathered indicated that, boys' school participation rate were higher than that of girls in the primary and 
Junior High School. Some children take responsibility for the payment of their fees (Ardayfio-Schandorf,1994). 
Access to education in a country is seen both as a fundamental human right and an essential element in the national 
development strategy to promote growth and productive adult life (Obeng-Denteh et al, 2011). 

DATA SOURCE AND DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENT 

This study was based on both primary and secondary data. The main data collection instrument used was an 

interview schedule for the primary data. A structured questionnaire was designed to collect the necessary data from 

respondents. 

TARGET GROUP OF THE POPULATION 

Samples of respondents for the study were mainly dropouts. 

PRE-TEST OF QUESTIONNAIRE 

To ascertain the effectiveness of the questionnaire designed, a pre-test revealed the need to incorporate adequate 
skip patterns into the questionnaire designed and also to clarify certain questions to eliminate ambiguities to enable 
respondents provide appropriate responses. 

METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS 

The statistical method applied in the analysis on both primary and secondary data were the descriptive and the 

inferential statistics. 

Table 1: ANALYSIS OF DATA AND DISCUSSIONS OF FINDINGS RESPONDENTS EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 



EDUCATIONAL LEVEL 


FREQUENCY 


PERCENTAGES) 


Completed basic education 


13 


26 


Did not complete basic education 


37 


74 


TOTAL 


50 


100 



Source-Compiled from field data, April 201 1 



Table 1 portrayed that out of the fifty (50) respondents interviewed, 13 completed their basic education whilst 37 
could not complete. They represent the percentages of 26 and 74 respectively. 
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Table 2: RESPONDENTS AGE OF DROPPING OUT OF SCHOOL 



Current Age 


Frequency 


Percentage (%) 


Age of 
Dropping 


Frequency 


Percentage (%) 


5-9 






5-9 


1 


2 


10-14 


5 


10 


10-14 


19 


38 


15-19 


35 


70 


15-19 


29 


58 


20-24 


10 


20 


20-24 


1 


2 


TOTAL 


50 


100 


TOTAL 


50 


100 



Source-Compiled from field data, April 201 1. 

Table 2 indicates that, out of 50 respondents interviewed, 1 dropped out of school between the ages of 5 to 9 
whilst 19, 29 and 1 dropped out of the ages between 10 to 14, 15 to 19 and 20 to 24 respectively. This indicates that 
most female dropouts are teenagers. 

Table 3: LEVEL OF EDUCATION FOR THOSE WHO DID NOT COMPLETE BASIC EDUCATION 



Level 


Frequency 


Percentage (%) 


Primary 


11 


29.73 


J.H.S 


26 


70.27 


TOTAL 


37 


100 



Source-Compiled from field data, April 201 1. 

From Table 3, this indicates that, out of 37 respondents who could not complete their basic education, 1 1 dropped 
out at the primary level whilst 26 dropped at the J.H.S level. They constitute 29.73% and 70.27% respectively. 

Table 4: DEPENDENCY RATIO OF DROPOUTS 



Dependents 


Frequency 


Percentage (%) 


Both Parents 


30 


60 


Father 


3 


6 


Mother 


10 


20 


Relative 


7 


14 


TOTAL 


50 


100 



Source-Compiled from field data, April 201 1 

This portrays that, out of 50 respondents interviewed, 30, 3, 10 and 7 depend on parents, father, mother and relative 
respectively. This shows that even though, most of them are dependent on both parents, they dropped out of school 
(See Table 4). 

Table 5: PARENTS' OCCUPATION 



Occupation Of Dependent 


Frequency 


Percentage (%) 


Government Employee 


10 


20 


Trader 


21 


42 


Farmer 


10 


20 


Unemployed 


8 


16 


Others eg: Pastor, Driver, etc. 


1 


2 


TOTALS 


50 


100 



Source-Compiled from field data, April 201 1 



From Table 5, trading is the dominating occupation followed by the Government Employee and Farmer with the 
same percentage rate. A guess can be made that, these parents do not earn enough profits from their petty trading or 
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farming to sponsor the education of their children. Also, the government employees are assumed not to have the 
required salaries in order to cater for the education of their children. 

Table 6: FACTORS CAUSING FEMALE DROPOUTS 



Contributing Factors To Female 
Dropouts 


Frequency 


Percentage (%) 


Parents' Irresponsibility 


20 


40 


Girls own Refusal 


1 


2 


Teenage Pregnancy 


6 


12 


Fending for herself and could not 
afford the cost involved 


12 


24 


Overworking and Tiredness 


8 


16 


Does not perform well in class 


3 


6 


TOTAL 


50 


100 



Source-Compiled from field data, April 201 1. 

Parental irresponsibility forms the dominating factor causing female dropping according to Table 6. It constitutes 
40% of the factors causing female dropout. Also, teenage pregnancy, overworking and tiredness, fending for herself, 
are the second contributing factors, which cause female to drop out of school. 

ACTIVITIES OF DROPOUTS DURING SCHOOL DAYS 

According to the research, it indicated that 29(58%) of the female dropouts do sell after school whilst 21(42%) do 
not sell after school. According to them, they do enjoy cooking, washing, or reading a book after school. 

According to the research, among the 29(58%) who sell after school, 7(35%) earn daily sales between the range of 
2.5 Ghana Cedis to 4.0 Ghana Cedis, whilst 13(65%) earn daily sale between the range of 4.5 Ghana Cedis to 6.00 
Ghana Cedis. For those who did not sell after school, 3(14.29%) do help their parents on the farm, 3(14.29%) enjoy 
reading, 5(23.81%) do not work, whilst 10(47.62%) help their mothers in the kitchen. Asked whom they render 
accounts to after sales (thus, for those who sell after school), 18(62.07%) did say they rendered accounts to their 
parents, 10(34.5%) rendered the accounts to themselves; whilst, 1(3.5%) rendered accounts to others like aunties, 
uncles, guardians, etc. 

CHOICE OF DROPOUTS 

After interviewing the respondents, they were asked to choose which one they preferred: Education or Trading and 
state their reasons for the choice (Amedeker, 2011). According to the research, 41 (84%) of the respondents 
preferred Education whilst 8 (16%) preferred trading. 

For those who preferred Education, 29 (47.6%) said, they wanted to be successful beings in the future. Also, 11 
(26.1%) said, they wanted to get formal knowledge. Also, 11 (26.1%) expressed the view that, formal education is 
good for everybody. 

For those who preferred trading, 7(87.5%) expressed the view that, they wanted quick money, 1 (12.5%) attributed 
the preference of trading to the fact that, the parents do not have money hence needs to work or trade to support 
them financially. 
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Table 7: ASSESMENT OF ENROLLMENT RATE 

The admission rate of boys and girls in Ayeduase J.H.S was accessed. This is shown in Table 7. 



YEAR 


BOYS 


GIRLS 


TOTAL 


BOYS(rate) 


GIRLS(rate) 


2007 


23 


19 


42 


54.8 


45.2 


2008 


26 


18 


44 


59.1 


40.9 


2009 


22 


20 


42 


52.4 


47.6 


2010 


24 


20 


44 


54.5 


45.5 


TOTAL 


95 


77 


172 


55.2 


44.8 



Table 7: Data Source: Ayeduase J.H.S, April 2011 
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Fig 1: THE FINANCIAL IMPACT ON THE EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENT 

Department for International Development(DFID) is provided £85m of UKaid support to Ghana from April 2010 to 
March 201 1 .This consists of £36 million to the Government of Ghana's budgets as part of the Multi-Donor Budget 
partnership; £15 million as sector budget support to the Ministry of Education. 

Government On-going Programmes 

• Capitation grant: The capitation grant is bridging the gap between the education outcomes for males and 
females in terms of training teachers. The pass rates for males and females generally declined over the 
period 2003 to 2007 ( Osei et al, 2009). 

• School feeding programme(SFP): The key concept of the programme is to provide children in public 
primary schools and kindergartens with one hot nutritious meal, prepared from locally grown food stuffs on 
every school going day. The SFP began in late 2005 with 10 pilot schools drawn from each region of the 
country. By August 2006, it had been expanded to 200 schools covering 69,000 pupils in all the then 138 
districts with a plan to reach a total of 500 schools and 155,000 children by the end of the year which 
included girls. 

• School Performance Assessment Meeting (SPAM):To support performance assessment, schools are 
implementing components ranging from establishing a culture of active learning to providing multiple 
ways for pupils to express and exhibit learning. In theory, SPAMs encourage accountability, serve as an 
incentive by identifying and rewarding hard working teachers, promotion of stakeholder collaboration in 
education and Enhanced communities participation in education. 



New Recruitment: New female teachers should be recruited to teach children in the girls' schools. A 
study (Asare-Bediako et al, 1995) drew on a sample of 30 schools to discover the nature of in-service 
training for Ghanaian teachers. It revealed an interesting picture: it was mostly in the subject areas such as 
Mathematics, English and Life Skills rather than teaching methodology that support was given. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The findings of this study have brought in its wake the numerous factors that cause girls to drop out of school. The 

following recommendations would help alleviate the problems: 

i. To ensure changes in negative parental attitude towards female education, the government should seriously 
embark upon and intensify its mass education on female education. 

ii. Educational funds should be raised in each district to help poor but needy children especially girls to write 
the B.E.C.E examination at J.H.S .3 

iii. Women's groups and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) and the district assemblies should stretch 
their efforts to not only create the right environment for enhancing female education but also ensure that, 
girls remain in it. 

iv. Teachers, being the ones in whose hands the children's future education lie should motivate and give more 
attention to girls, and also counsel them on pre-marital sex leading to teenage pregnancy, and how it could 
be avoided. 

v. Parents should not overburden their girls with household chores but give them equal chances as boys to 
study. Moreover, parents should provide the needs of the girls. 
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